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Outline Extension

University of Wisconsin-Extension

* County Water Quality Efforts (2007- present)
* Evaluation of sampling programs in 2015
* Results over time

* Maintaining healthy water

Photo by Leigh Kohlmann, Town of Oakfield, 5.4.17




Fond du Lac County Well Water Activities
(incomplete list)

* 2007: E.coliin Town of Byron
* County Departments: special sampling event & public meeting
* County Executive assembles Groundwater advisory committee

* 2008: Final Report of Advisory Committee
» 2008: Special sampling in flood zones (Town of FDL)

* Ongoing: Reports to Board of Health; Township-wide sampling;
individual sampling through Health Dept.; Transient, Non-Community
well sampling on behalf of DNR

* 2010: Protect the Water You Drink booklet

* 2010: A Community Resource publication

* 2010: Special sampling in flood zones (Town of FDL)
* 2014-16: evaluation of sampling education

* 2016: resume area sampling with focus on young families

Ongoing communicatio& collaboration amongst
Land & Water Conservation

Land Information

Code Enforcement

Planning

UW-Extension

Health Department

DNR

Geological & Natural History Survey

Town Boards




Calumet
2011

Marshfield

201

| inherited a populaand regular well water sampling educational program started by
Jim Hovland in 1990 and have continued it. The Health Department also offers samples.

Townshipwide Sampling Programs on a Rotating Basis since 1990
Therewas a pause in 2012016 while | did the evaluation of the program to see how
well it works, if people are learning anything.

2207 samples for bacteria
2794 samples for nitrate
991 samples for arsenic
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Produced under a 2015-2016 grant

from the Wisconsin Environmental
Education Board.

Additional financial support was

provided by the Center for Watershed
Science and Education

and the Towns of Empire
Byron
Fond du Lac
Oakfield

Ripon i, Fond du
Lac County.




2 3 0 8 Surveys mailed.

0 /o Surveys returned
after one mailing.

I
9 3 1 Total Respondents.




PREVIOUS
UW-EXTENSION WELL
TEST PROGRAM
PARTICIPANTS




Many

LACK
INFORMATION
on

maintaining
their well
water’'s
safety.

Randomly

Selected
Byron Residents
Residents
UW-Extension
Testers




Women

e Twice as likely
to list the presence of children or
pregnant women in the home as
a motivation to test.

¢ More likely
to say they didn't know which
specific contaminants were
tested for last time.

* Viewed their well
water as Less Safe.

Photo Credit: W1 Dept. of Natural Resources on Flickrcom
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Thoughts About Water Testing

Not Thought About t 2%

J

Plan to Test in Next Plan to Test In Future vears,

WELL TESTERS Year, 21% 70%

Plan to Testin Future Years,

TOWN CF EYRON 56%

Plan 1o Testin Fulure Years,
51%

| |

FANDOM SAMPLE
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MOTIVATIONS TO TEST

WELL TEST PROGRAM IN TO KNOW IF IT'S SAFETO
THE AREA DRINK

Photo Credit: Diana Hammer Photo Credit: W%‘:'U:WW by WBEZ on
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